ESSAYS ON THE GITA

descend as an incarnation of the divine life, the divine
personality and power in its characteristic action, for a
mission ostensibly social, ethical and political, as is
represented in the story of Rama or Krishna; but
always then this descent becomes in the soul of the
race a permanent power for the inner living and the
spiritual rebirth. It is indeed curious to note that the
permanent, vital, universal effect of Buddhism and
Christianity has been the force of their ethical, social
and practical ideals and their influence e\en on the
men and the ages which ha\e rejected their religious
and spiritual beliefs, forms and disciplines: later
Hinduism which rejected Buddha, his safhgJia, and his
d/mnna^ bears the ineffaceable imprint of the social
and ethical influence of Buddhism and its effect on
the ideas and the life of the race, while in modern
Europe, Christian only in name, humanitarianism is
the translation into the ethical and social sphere and
the aspiration to liberty, equality and fraternity the
translation into the social and political sphere of the
spiritual truths of Christianity, the latter especially
being effected b\ men who aggressively rejected the
Christian religion and spiritual discipline and by an
age which in its intellectual effort of emancipation
tried to get rid of Christianity as a creed. On the other
hand, the life of Rama and Krishna belongs to the
prehistoric past which has come down only in poetry
and legend and may even be regarded as m\ths; but
it is cpite immaterial whether we regard them as
myths or historical facts, because their permanent
truth and value lie in their persistence as a spiritual
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